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S. S. LESSON AND YOUTH PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 10 


MIRACLES 


If you now turn to study the historical evidence (for miracles) for 
yourself, begin with the New Testament and not with the books about it. 
If you do not know Greek, get it in a modern translation . . . and when 
you turn from the New Testament to modern scholars, remember that 
you go among them as a sheep among wolves. Naturalistic assumptions, 
beggings of the question such as that which I noted on the front page of 
this book, will meet you on every side—even from the pens of clergymen. 
This does not mean (as I was once tempted to suspect) that these clergymen 
are disguised apostates who deliberately exploit the position and the liveli- 
hood given them by the Christian Church to undermine Christianity. It 
comes partly from what we may call a “hangover.” We all have 
Naturalism in our bones and even conversion does not at once work the 
infection out of our system. Its assumptions rush back upon the mind 
the moment vigilance is relaxed. 


—C. S. Lewis, Miracles, Macmillan. 








This issue carries the 11th and final 
sermon in the special series by Dr. 
Strong on Last Things (p. 7). There 
are two more in the complete series 
which has been published in a booklet 
by the Trinity Church, Montgomery, 
Ala., of which Dr. Strong is the pas- 
tor. The cost of the booklet, 50c. 





Ecumenical-minded readers will be 
interested to hear that the new United 
Church of Christ will seek affiliation 
with the World Alliance of Presby- 
terian and Reformed Churches as soon 
as it can. The United Church has just 
been created out of a merger of Con- 
gregational Churches and the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church. The presence 
of the last named element is the rea- 
son for the move to affiliate with the 
Presbyterian Family. This reminds us 
of the lady who tried to join the DAR 
because her husband descended from 
an officer in the British army. We have 
a feeling, though, that the United 
Church will have better luck. 





According to RNS, the Supreme 
Court of Italy is currently consider- 
ing a complaint by the Vatican against 
one Francesco Niosi, a former priest 
of the Roman Catholic Church who 
left the priesthood, entered politics 
and was elected mayor of Ucria. The 
Church wants him ousted from his 
mayoralty on the grounds that the 
1929 Concordat between the Church 
and the State forbids priests under 
censure, or “apostate” priests, from 
holding any teaching position or any 
office in which “he has immediate con- 
tact with the public.” We couldn’t help 
thinking what would happen to the 
large number of former Roman Cath- 
olic priests in the United States if the 
Government were to step in and have 
them fired from the positions they 
presently hold . .. at the request of 
the Church of Rome. 





(Overheard in a vestibule) — “Rev. 
So and So? If you ask me, he wouldn’t 
subscribe to the Sears, Roebuck cata- 
log because the doctrines were too 
strong for his theology.” 
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NEWS OF RELIGION 











BRAZIL—More than one-half mil- 
lion hungry Brazilians will receive 
American surplus foods this year. 
President Kennedy’s personal repre- 
sentative, George McGovern, met with 
Evangelical leaders in Rio’s American 
Embassy to initiate the program. 


The major distribution will be made 
in the over-populated Northeastern 
area, not long ago devasted by one of 
the worst famines on record. The 
Evangelical Confederation, Brazil’s 
Protestant agency for cooperative 
work, will spear-head the program. 


Rev. John Nasstrom, secretary of 
social services in the Confederation, 
states that the program will be larger 
and more effective than any previous- 
ly organized effort by Protestant, Ro- 
man Catholic or Government agencies. 


Evident to the conference, which 
was attended by a representative of 
the Presbyterian US Mission, was the 
fact that Brazilian Evangelical Prot- 
estants are unique in their record of 
effective distribution of surplus Amer- 
ican foods. In a land ridden with graft 
they have made a conspicuous witness 
by their honesty and efficiency in past 
distributions. And the large corps of 
American missionaries, who both know 
the language and the local customs, 
help bridge the gap between the two 
nations. — (Rev.) Pierre Dubose. 





Berlin Prayers Asked 


NEW YORK — A call to Prayer 
over the Berlin crisis has been issued 
to pastors and members of The United 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Re- 
sponding to President Kennedy’s re- 
quest for the prayers of the American 
people, the call was issued by Moder- 
ator Paul D. McKelvey of South Pasa- 
dena, Cal. Copies of the call were sent 


to President Kennedy and Premier 
Khrushchev. 


Church Women Launch 
Media Decency Drive 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. (RNS) — A 
campaign to guard against “offensive 
influences” by mass media on homes 
and children was launched here by 
representatives of more than 200,000 
women of the Lutheran Church—Mis- 
souri Synod. 


The drive was mapped in a resolu- 
tion adopted by the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League at its biennial in- 
ternational meeting. 


“We Lutheran women, as followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ,” the resolu- 
tion declared, “must be ever active in 
the battle for decency and morality. 
Obscenity is very prevalent in all the 
mass media of our modern culture.” 
The women cited such media as pub- 
lications, radio, television, movies and 
the theatre. 


“There is much that women can do 
to combat this evil,” the resolution 
continued. “We members of the Luth- 
eran Women’s Missionary League do 
solemnly affirm our intent as Christian 
women to be alert to this matter which 
affects our homes and children.” 





Niemoeller Is Hurt, 
Wife Dies in Wreck 


AABENRAA, Denmark (RNS) — 
Dr. Martin Niemoeller, president of 
the Evangelical Church of Hesse and 
Nassau and a prominent German 
Protestant leader, was injured criti- 
cally and his wife killed when their 
car went out of control near here and 
crashed into a tree. 


Another German woman, Mrs. Doro- 
thea Bertha Schultz, one of two other 
passengers in the auto, died in a hos- 
pital here later from injuries in the 
accident. The fourth passenger, Mar- 
tin von Klewitz, 7, escaped unhurt. 
Dr. Niemoeller was driving from his 
home in Wiesbaden to Denmark for a 
vacation. 





Service never takes the place of 
love. 


—In Holyland 


‘Lost’ Petra Theater 
Taking Shape Again 


PETRA, Jordan (RNS)—A Roman 
theatre which hasn’t held an audience 
in more than a thousand years is 
gradually taking shape here under the 
supervision of an American archaeol- 
ogist, Dr. Philip C. Hammond, assist- 
ant professor of Old Testament at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. Thir- 
ty-three rows of seats are now visible, 
sufficient to hold 3,000 people, as Dr. 
Hammond and fellow American ar- 
chaeologists continue their work of 
clearing away the rock and rubble of 
time from one of Petra’s foremost 
monuments. 


The theatre, built by the Romans, 
is carved out of the face of a cliff, 
deep in the heart of Biblical country. 
The workers here are supplied by 
horse and mule trains through a 
mountain cleft which, according to 
local belief, was created by a stroke 
of Moses’ rod as he brought forth 
water for the wandering Israelites. 


The work here is being sponsored 
by Princeton Theological Seminary, 
the Moravian Theological Society, 
the American Philosophical Society, 
the American Council of Learned So- 
cieties and the American Friends of 
the Middle East. Individual contribu- 
tions have been made by the Rev. Earl 
Douglass of Princeton; the Covenant- 
Central Presbyterian church of Wil- 
liamsport, N. J., and the Peter C. Cor- 
nell Trust. The trust, established by 
actress Katharine Cornell’s father, is 
interested in the expedition’s contri- 
bution to the knowledge of the thea- 
tre. 


Participating in the work here are 
Dr. Howard Cox of the Moravian 
Theological Seminary, Bethlehem, 
Pa.; Dr. Jean Davison, University of 
Vermont, and the Rev. John Salmon 
of Princeton Theological Seminary. 


The Petra theatre was built by the 
Romans after they finally displaced 
the native Nabataeans in Arabia 
Petraea. Construction of such a thea- 
tre marked the beginning of a new 
era in the life of Petra itself, the 
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archaeologists say. The theatre is 
typically Roman in plan, but built 
with an auditorium on a hillside after 
the Greek pattern. Carvings and 
stonework reflect native Nabataean 
craftsmanship a mixture of cul- 
tural elements characteristic of the 
City of Petra as a whole. 


Petra was the stronghold of the 
Edomites and grew to become the 
capital of the Nabataean commercial 
kingdom in the Late Hellenistic and 
Early Roman periods. Once control- 
ler of Syro-Palestine routes and the 
site of Crusader fortifications, it was 
“Jost” to Western memory in the late 
13th century. It was rediscovered by 
a German explorer in 1812. 


The expedition expects to clear the 
theatre site and move well into plan- 
ning and restoration stages by the 
end of the year. Jordan’s Department 
of Antiquities is cooperating in the 
project. 





—Comment on a Crusade 


‘Anti-Red’ Film Has 
‘Wet Noodle Impact’ 


Edward R. Murrow aided and abet- 
ted by the Army Pictorial Center, has 
labored and brought forth a mouse — 
in the form of a flag-waving film call- 
ed “Challenge of Ideas.” 


The 30-minute movie is billed as the 
Defense Department’s substitute for 
the controversial anti-Communist film, 
“Operation Abolition.” Undoubtedly 
the new film will replace “Operation 
Abolition” as a troop guidance item, 
but by no stretch of the imagination 
cap it be called a substitute. It has 
none of the punch of the hard-hitting 
expose of the shameful demonstrations 
at San Francisco against the House 
Un-American Activities Committee. 


“Challenge of Ideas” carries all the 
impact of a wet noodle. Using it in the 
struggle against Communism is like 
wading into a rock-fight armed with 
a batch of cream-puffs. 


* * * a 


“Operation Abolition” has been one 
of the most effective eye-openers of 
Communist tactics on the domestic 
scene. Despite the widespread effort to 
discredit the film, it deserves the at- 
tentive viewing of every American. 
Its importance is not in the least 
diminished by the appearance now of 
“Challenge of Ideas.” — W. D. Work- 
MAN, in The Florida Times Union. 





month club. 





Largest Religious Record Firm Is 10 Years Old 


WACO, Texas — Word Record Co. here, the world’s largest producer 
of religious records, is in the midst of its tenth anniversary celebration, 
and the young company is still growing. 


Jarrell McCracken, Word’s 33-year-old president, borrowed money in 
1951 to make copies of a disc for some friends. Last year his company’s 
sales amounted to $3 million, and the nearest competitor in the religious 
record field had sales of about $1 million. Word has the largest catalog of 
religious recordings (about 250 active titles), 83 individual artists and 
musical groups under contract, and the largest religious record-of-the- 


Mr. McCracken was a divinity student at Baylor University when his 
record business started. His ministry and that of his company now reach 
into all the states and to many foreign countries, carrying the Gospel 
(with an evangelical flavor) wherever Word records go. 





Stepped-up Campaign 
On Liquor Is Asked 


SAN FRANCISCO, Cal. (RNS) — 
Mrs. Fred J. Tooze of Evanston, IIl., 
president of the National Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, called on 
all churches to give this country a 
“ereat spiritual awakening” by accel- 
erating their outright opposition to 
alcoholic beverages and the conditions 
they create. Addressing the Union’s 
87th annual convention, she challeng- 
ed American Christians to “bend your 
knees, not your elbows, if you are to 
solve the world’s problems.” 


She charged that churches “have 
not been living up to their obligation 
as the keeper of men’s consciences and 
the guardian of morals.” Mrs. Tooze 
also told the women that liquor, wine 
and beer advertising notwithstanding, 
“drinking is not a social grace or 
necessity, but really the creator of 
grave problems for the nation, state, 
community, family and individual.” 





Steeple Battle Over; 
Navy Loses to Church 


GAINESVILLE, Ga. (RNS)—After 
a 16-year battle the United States 
Navy struck its colors here and sur- 
rendered to the Gainesville Methodist 
church. The only casualty was finan- 


cial. The Navy had to turn over a 
check for $3,500 to build a new steeple 
for the church. 


Back in 1944, the church permitted 
the razing of its steeple in a patriotic 
move designed to promote air safety. 
Naval aviation cadets flying at nearby 
Gainesville Air Station were coming 
too close to the steeple and the Navy 
asked permission to remove it. 





Church officials agreed on the Navy's 
promise it would build another at the 
end of the war. The Navy not only 
forgot its promise but, in a service | 
that required everything documented | 
in quintuplicate, failed to keep a single H 
record of thé transaction. 


When the war ended, the Navy pull- 
ed out of Gainesville and the congre. | 
gation was left with an_ unsteepled 
church. At that point, and for 16 long 
years, the Rev. Truman Thomas, pas- 
tor, began a long argument with the 
Navy, urging it to jog its memory and 
pay up. 


When Naval officials gave Mr. 
Thomas the equivalent of the laundry- 
man’s “no tickee, no shirtee,” and said 
he would have to come up with docv- 
mentary evidence of the agreement, a | 
long investigation ensued. The pastor | 
wrote for congressional help; it | 
brought no results, but it did cause 
checks of Navy records from coast to | 
coast. | 


Finally, a check of the church’s own 
records paid off. The minutes of a 
1944 meeting clearly detailed the 
church’s agreement with the US. | 
Navy. So the Navy paid its 16-year- | 
old debt. 





RIAL Elects Hull 


NEW YORK (RNS) — Roger Hull, 
president of Mutual of New York and 
an active Presbyterian layman, has 
been appointed national chairman of 
the Religion in American Life (RIAL) 
Program, a non-sectarian movement 
emphasizing the importance of religion 
in personal and community life. The 
insurance executive, who became presi- 
dent of Mutual two years ago, is a na 
tive of Mississippi. 
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Some thoughts for Labor Day — 


Men Working For God 


In this appraisal of Presbyterian 
Men's Work and its potentials, I am 
writing from the standpoint of an in- 
dustrial engineer interested in per- 
formance; and from seven years of 
lay experience as one of a group of 
advisors to the Men of a Presbytery. 


The spur to appraisal is from the 
impression one gets of the Church to- 
day. It is riding its highest crest in 
members, buildings and money, while 
being rated widely as losing spiritual 
ground to materialism and liberalism. 
Its 100,000,000 laymen and laywomen 
in America are a shadow army of over- 
whelming potentiality. Millions of these 
laymen are serving or would serve if 
they were enlisted. No church can lose 
by seeking a way to enlist and prepare 
its laymen in a winning spiritual of- 
fensive to advance the Kingdom of 
God. 


Presbyterian Men’s Work has been 
designed by the Church to give its lay- 
men the widest range of service oppor- 
tunities. Yet we must channel a stream 
to make use of its power; and the 
power of our laymen is not sufficiently 
channeled by the Manual for Men’s 
Work which simply states: “Men’s 
Work is men working on the whole 
program of the whole church.” This 
does not provide the energizing im- 
pulse for a specific spiritual mission. 
The order, “No special projects!” kills 
the challenge in a program that should 
be challenging. Actually, ministers and 
church officers handle church opera- 
tions. The other laymen have their 
orders: “Grab in the bag” — and 
everybody’s job becomes nobody’s job. 


* * * * * 


My professional interest in perform- 
ance led me to check on Protestant 
laymen’s work in representative samp- 
lings from our own and the Lutheran, 
Baptist, Methodist and Episcopal 
Churches. In confidential discussions 


FREDERICK H. McDONALD 


with some 300 lay leaders and with 
ministers I found a deep concern in 
all five denominations for the unde- 
veloped spiritual potential of the vast 
reservoir of laymen. 


I found that laymen are asking for 
more emphasis on the spiritual mis- 
sion of the Church. Too often the 
Church now requires only a_ public 
statement of conversion to a one-time 
professed belief or confession of faith 
in God. The Church needs to convince 
laymen that conversion includes spirit- 
ual development. It might even con- 
sider some form of probational 
membership during which a_ period 
of instruction in the responsibilities 
of membership would be required. 


We could clarify the Church’s task 
and give a needed impulse to Men’s 
Work by challenging laymen to a 
definite and dual mission: to work for 
spiritual self-development and to be- 
come spiritual developers for God. 


But I fear that we will get little 
farther than we now are unless we 
can implement such an ideal in a dy- 
namic program. We prepare our min- 
isters to be our evangelists. There are 
too few of them and these are over- 
loaded with pastoral care and admin- 
istration. Could we devise a way to 
prepare a corps of laymen to serve as 
personal evangelists? 


Two recent findings echoed in the 
last (Dallas) General Assembly tend 
to confirm the fact that there is a 
need. 


Said the retiring Moderator, Dr. 
Marion A. Boggs, “We have a great 
system of doctrine and a noble form 
of Church government .. . but all too 
many Presbyterians are complacent 
about them.” 


That remark could have been ap- 
plied to the situation that I found 
overall in Protestant Men’s Work. 


But the Assembly has also estimated 
that only 30¢¢ of the enrolled laymen 
are active in church work; and this is 
about the ratio of church officers to 
all laymen. We are putting over- 
loaded ministers in the role of gen- 
erals and giving them only staff 
officers to wage the Church’s war 
against the world, without the help of 
that enormous manpower in the ranks 
of the Church. 


Now we could clutter the air with 
words and debate endlessly the rea- 
sons why there is so much unused po- 
tential in the Church. But all that is 
needed is an effective answer to the 
problem. And there is no reason to 
fear the mistakes that might be made 
if we could only discover a vital area 
of service peculiarly appropriate to 
the concern of men. 


Can we focus Men’s Work with 
God’s help, on the special spiritual 
needs of men? 


*- *+ & & * 


The places where men work are, in 
a sense, the places from which spring 
the material, cultural and moral 
characteristics of a nation. Whatever 
the atmosphere of the places where 
men work, that atmosphere develops 
discontent, prejudice or satisfaction 
in each worker. These attitudes then 
affect each man’s way of life. Their 
sum determines the character and the 
spirit of the people as a whole. 


What, generally, characterizes the 
atmosphere of the working places of 
the nation? More than anything else, 
a complete absence of anything spirit- 
ual. 


An industrialist pictured the pre- 
vailing environment of the worker in 
language that had not occurred to me. 
“Do you know,” he said, “that the 
places where we work are wholly sec- 
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ular because we bring a taboo against 
God to work with us?” 


The effect is to make men wholly 
secular-minded. 


Does this matter? It does. And here 
is where men can do work for God. 
The place where a man works is the 
place where he spends most of his 
time and where he expends the best 
that he has. The security associated 
with his job dominates a man’s think- 
ing, determines much of his life. How 
he gets along with others in his job is 
a measure of the success of his career. 
And it is at work that men can wit- 
ness for God. 


Why should not the place of work 
be the place where the continuous 
guidance of God is most keenly rea- 
lized? Why should not this place be one 
in which men can find ways to exhibit 
their convictions? Why should not this 
be the place for the application of 
spiritual power, especially in the con- 
flicts which arise as men without God 
use the working place to vent their 
lack of faith, harassing, misleading, 
troubling other men? 


Is the working place a place of 
service? Ministers who have had ex- 
perience in reaching men for Christ 
testify that until faith enobles work 
and labor is related to faith, men find 
little satisfaction in Christian experi- 
ence. Some go so far as to speak of 
the “sacrament of work.” Ecclesiastes 
3:22 says, “There is nothing better 
than that a man should rejoice in his 
own good works.” Dr. Carl. Henry, in 
Christianity Today, wrote: “Our work 
must validate itself before God.” 


Both Luther and Calvin, formulat- 
ing the foundations of Protestantism, 
declared on behalf of a doctrine of 
vocation: that men no less than min- 
isters have a calling. All should seek 
and do their work with a conviction 
that it is of God. In the individual 
priesthood of all believers rests the 
concept that all work can be made 
holy; that all have a spiritual com- 
mission associated with their earthly 
calling. 


* * * 


Can the manpower of the Church be 
enlisted to serve the Kingdom of God? 
Can the spiritual apathy of the men 
of our churches be turned into effec- 


tive, fruitful service? This must be 
done. There are not now and never 
will be enough ministers to reach all 
who need to be reached on behalf of 
Christ, and nurture them in their 
spiritual growth. 


Much could be done if the laymen 
of the Church were enlisted, not as 
preachers, but as laymen with a spirit- 
ual calling wherever they work. 


For six years I have been chairman 
of the Presbytery’s Men’s Program 
Advisory Committee, composed of lay- 
men and ministers. During the last 
two years, with the approval of this 
committee, the men of the churches of 
the Presbytery have discussed this 
problem. We have evolved a program 
of “Vocational Stewardship” as our 
answer to the need. 


Thus far there has been widespread 
tentative approval of an emphasis on 
Vocational Stewardship for all men, 
but very little action. The problem 
has become one of translating an idea 








A Job for Laymen 


We have only scraped the surface 
of the ugly, muddy, pool of document- 
ed evidence against the National Coun- 
cil and World Council of Churches. 
Can any unprejudiced and thoughtful 
Christian remain complacently undis- 
turbed in the light of the facts? The 
evidence is a matter of record. I charge 
that the National Council of Churches 
is leading us down the road to Social- 
ism and that she, unless halted by 
Christian laymen, will destroy our 
Churches and that destruction will 
mean the destruction of America as 
the last citadel of freedom. — Dr. 
CHARLES §. POLING, Phoenix, Ariz. 








into action. Said a chemist in. a fer- 
tilizer. plant: “I am absolutely sold on 
the idea, but getting in there and put- 
ting it to work scares me.” He had 
put his finger on the heart of the 
problem: How do you conquer a ta- 
boo? 


It isn’t easy to brush aside the ac- 
cepted taboo against religion in places 
of work or business, with the sneers 
and jibes that go with it. This is the 
reaction of the natural man against 
the disturbing effects of bringing God 
into the ordinary experiences of life 
and business. A Christian needs to be 
prepared and to walk carefully here. 
For we cannot easily crash through 
the social and business conventions 
that have kept God confined to the 
four walls of the church. It is not 
“the thing to do” to bring God into 
daily surroundings. Yet it must be 


done and it is the special service that 
laymen can render. 


The church can do its part by gear. 
ing its program to prepare laymen to 
make a moment-by-moment awareness 
of God so natural an experience that 
they convey the impression to others 
who see them that they are living and 
working in the 
heavenly Father. 


Here and there around the United 
States God is being taken into account 
on the job. In some cases industry has 
employed chaplains to introduce a 
spiritual atmosphere into the work 
day. But where the program has 
seemed to be prompted by “dollar mo- 
tives” it has failed. Where there has 
been “preaching” the representatives 
of God have been rejected. 


Success has attended the effort to 
bring God where men work only when 
individual Christians have quietly but 
deliberately let it be known that they 
are men of God. Others, seeing their 
testimony, have detected a difference 
and have been influenced. It has not 
been a spectacular program — rather 
the simple spreading of the idea that 
one’s testimony for God belongs ... 
on the job. Vocational Stewardship is 
a matter of being willing to be “dif- 
ferent,” with one’s faith open instead 
of hidden, for God! 


Men who do their work in this spirit 
are exactly what Men’s Work is in- 
tended to develop. And there are many 
such men. 


Just how a dedicated Christian can 
practice his faith on the job, in the 
plant or in the office, is the concern of 
the church. There are certain tech- 
niques that can be taught. One must 
not only have a zeal to witness but one 


must know when and how to witness. | 
There will be a variety of situations | 


and an equal variety of promising pro- 
cedures. It may even be possible to do 


certain experimenting under control- | 


led conditions to devise the most effec- 
tive ways to avoid hazards and 
inspire boldness in witnessing. To 
these problems Men’s Work could well 
devote its attention. 


Laymen can stimulate an interest in 
spiritual things and can witness effec- 
tively for God in places where minis- 
ters cannot go. Those places are often 
the very places where a spiritual testi- 
mony is most urgently needed. What 
a layman can do that others cannot 
do and where a layman can serve that 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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The last of a special series of sermons on Last Things— 


The New Heavens 


all 


We turn to a place in Scripture that 
many Christians have not become 
aware of, but that every Christian 
should know: the third chapter of II 
Peter. Since that day in August of 
1945 when the A-bomb was exploded 
over Hiroshima to make headlines 
more arresting than the recent Rus- 
sian space exploit was accorded, stu- 
dents of the Bible have been most 
particularly interested in this chapter. 
Verse 10 speaks of a day in which 
“the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat.” It is striking in the light of 
modern physics that this sort of lan- 
guage should be found in a writer 
1900 years ago. Our new knowledge 
of the processes of atomic fission and 
of atomic fusion, make a kind of com- 
mentary upon II Peter 3. Peter tells 
us in chapter 1 that the ancient 
prophecies came through an inspira- 
tion by the Holy Spirit of holy men 
so that they spoke from God when 
they foretold. Let it also be observed 
that Peter was also inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. No less an explanation 
will suffice when we find him treating 
of the end of all things in terms that 
exactly fit our latest insights into the 
processes designed by the Author of 
physics: 


There shall come in the last days 
scoffers . . . saying, Where is the 
promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning of 
the creation. For this they willingly 
are ignorant of, that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water and 
in the water: whereby the world that 
then was, being overflowed with water 
perished. But the heavens and the 
earth which are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgment and 


d ‘The New Earth 


ROBERT STRONG, S.T.D. 


perdition of ungodly men. . .. The 
Lord is not slack concerning his prom- 
ise, as some men count slackness; but 
is long suffering to us-ward, not will- 
ing that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentence. But 
the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night; in which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and 
the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. . . . Nevertheless we, ac- 
cording to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. 


Let us consider what is given us 
here in terms of: 1) The patience of 
God, 11) The judgment of God, III) 
The new creation. 


THE PATIENCE OF GOD 


The patience of God is perplexing 
to some Christians. They wonder how 
God can endure human wickedness so 
long. For all that Christians have 
wrought marvelous changes in society, 
the story of these years is one of a 
massive resurgence of evil. Hitler’s 
lies, the gas chambers with their mil- 
lions of Jewish victims, total war with 
urban populations engulfed in flaming 
destruction, torture chambers and con- 
centration camps; Stalin’s purges, the 
liquidation of the millions of kulaks, 
the brutality of the MVD, the exploita- 
tion of multipled millions of hapless 
victims in the slave labor camps — 
how can God restrain His judgment? 


Peter tells us that God is patient 
because there are those who must yet 
be brought to repentance. He has 
promised to bring all His people to 
Himself. So history runs on that they 
(God’s elect, the “us” of verse 9) 
all might be gathered in to His 
Church. 


Now we have the true interpreta- 
tion of history. The reason for the 
continuation of time is not that men 
might learn to split and fuse atoms. 
The reason for history is not that men 
might learn to orbit the earth, or be 
fired in rockets to the moon. Nor is it 
that men might win golf tournaments 
or baseball pennants or national foot- 
ball championships or boxing titles. 
It is not that men might execute great 
business mergers or build skyscrapers 
or dams or bridges. It is not that men 
might write novels and poems, paint 
portraits and landscapes, compose 
songs and symphonies. All these things 
are interesting activities and some of 
them are highly worthwhile. But the 
reason for history is that God might 
gain by the Gospel a people who shall 
forever be to the praise of the glory 
of His grace. 


The work of the Gospel is so quiet 
by comparison with wars and revolu- 
tions and elections and lawmaking and 
court decisions and commerce and sci- 
entific advance that it might be won- 
dered if God is gaining much glory 
these days in His Church. How heed- 
less most men are! How the Sabbath 
Day is profaned! How selfish and dis- 
honest and impure so many are! 


But God is at work. He is making 
Christians. He is building His Church. 
He is patient with the world mean- 
while. But one day the last one will be 
reached, the structure will be com- 
plete, the purpose of the Divine pa- 
tience will have been fully served. 
And the day of the Lord, the day of 
God will come. Then the judgment of 
God will fall. 


THE JUDGMENT OF GOD 


Peter could be speaking to our own 
time. There were scoffers then and 
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there are scoffers now. And they talk 
pretty much the same in both cen- 
turies. There are those now as then 
who hold to the theory that geological 
changes occur so slowly that man’s 
world can be viewed as altogether 
stable. Peter points out the fallacy in 
this by referring to the deluge; that 
was a catastrophe of the most momen- 
tous kind. And he says that as once 
there was an overwhelming flood, so 
at the end there will be an earth-de- 
stroying fire — flood and fire, the in- 
struments of God’s judgment. 


Peter by the revelation given him 
of the Holy Spirit tells us that the 
end of history is signaled by the com- 
ing of the Lord. Christ will take His 
own to safe haven and let fall on the 
earth its long pent judgment. The day 
of unbelief and impenitence will be 
over. The works of man will be de- 
stroyed. 


When the scientists were ready at 
Bikini to experiment with the first H- 
bomb, some had fears that the fusion 
reaction might not be limited to the 
material in the bomb case. They were 
made edgy by the thought that the ex- 
plosion might get out of bounds and 
feed upon the waters of the ocean with 
cataclysmic effect. They wondered if 
forces were to be let loose that like 
the monster of fiction might end by 
destroying the contriver. All went as 
planned, of course. The point is that 
now we understand something of what 
Peter was saying when he told us that 
the heavens and the earth are packed 
with fire. They are full of energy. Let 
it but be released. . . . That, says the 
Scripture, is what will occur when 
the Lord comes. 


A few decades ago the island called 
Krakatoa blew up. A cluster of H- 
bombs could not duplicate the result. 
A tidal wave lashed the shores of 
South Pacific islands and killed thou- 
sands. The wave was still measurable 
after going round the globe several 
times. Millions of tons of volcanic dust 
were thrown into the air, causing for 
years. startlingly brilliant sunsets. 
This was volcanic fire at work. What 
would an uncontrolled fusion reaction 
do? The events of our time help us to 
ask the question intelligently and to 
enter into some understanding of what 
Peter predicts, just as Paul before 
him had in II Thessalonians 1 with 
his statement that the Lord Jesus will 
be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels in flaming fire taking 
vengeance on them that know not God 
and that obey not the Gospel of our 


Lord Jesus Christ. We are only being 
faithful to the Bible to bring out these 
things and to instruct God’s people in 
them, so that their thinking may be- 
come correctly oriented as they look 
ahead to the day — whenever that 
shall be — of history’s climax. 


THE NEW CREATION 


With thankfulness of spirit we turn 
now to Peter’s teaching about the new 
creation. This is what he says: “Ac- 
cording to His promise, we look for 
new heavens and a new earth, where- 
in dwelleth righteousness.” Jesus had 
promised this when He spoke of the 
“regeneration” of the earth. Paul 
speaks of it in Romans 8: “The earn- 
est expectation of the creature (crea- 
tion) waiteth for the manifestation of 
the sons of God. . . . Because the crea- 
ture (creation) itself also shall be de- 
livered from the bondage of corrup- 
tion into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. For we know that the 








Bees gather honey from bitter herbs. 
Some hearts, like evening primroses, 
open more beautifully in the shadows 
of life. In the storm, under the beat- 
ing rain, spiritual flowers spring up. 
—RIcHARD G. DUNWOODY. 








whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
in pain together until now. And not 
only they, but ourselves also . . . even 
we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.” 


So then when the Lord comes, God’s 
people enter into their resurrection 
state; and the creation, which now lies 
under the curse pronounced by God in 
Genesis 3:17, will be made over again. 
In a sense Genesis 1 will be repeated. 
Only this time out of a fiery waste 
will God fashion a world. 


It will be a new earth designed for 
new men, designed for the sons of the 
resurrection. Listen to some of the 
things said about life in the new 
earth by the Book of Revelation: 


There shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain; for the 
former things are passed away. .. . 
There shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a 
lie; but they which are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. . . . And there 


shall be no more curse; but the throne 


of God and of the Lamb shall be in jt; 
and his servants shall serve him: and 
they shall see his face; and his name 
shall be in their foreheads .. . and 
they shall reign for ever and ever, 


The imagination is incapable of fi]. 
ing out the picture. Now we are go 
limited, subject to so many debilities 
and enervating changes. Then we shall 
be whole persons, bodies and spirits 
united again, but in a state of refine. 
ment or heightening of powers. The 
only insight we have for. an under. 
standing of the life we shall then ep. 
joy is drawn from the resurrection 
appearances of our Lord. These show 
us a little of what it will mean to be 
in possession of a “spiritual body,” as 
Paul calls the resurrected man. I Cor- 
inthians 15:42-44 is the passage in 
point: 


So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. It is sown in corruption; it is 
raised in incorruption; it is sown in 
dishonour; it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power; it is sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body. There is a 
natural body, and there is a spiritual 


body. 


Christ in His resurrection was above 
the limitations of the mortal stage of 
existence. So shall we be. There was 
identity and yet difference. So will it 
be with us. Will there be homemak- 
ing? Although Jesus said that in the 
resurrection there would be neither 
marrying nor giving in marriage (Luke 
20:35), the fellowship of home and 
family may be expected to be ours. 
(This may be the place to deal with 
the question often asked: How can we 
be happy in the life to come if some of 
those we loved on earth are missing 
from the ranks of the saved? Is not 
the answer that our perfected hearts 
will view the issue of destiny as God 
does? Will not our then perfect loyalty | 
to Him prevent the possibility of re- 
pining?) 


Will there be art and music and in- 
vention and exploration and discov- 
ery? Why not? Did we not read that 
His servants shall serve Him? Does 
not this imply useful activity? Will 
there be worship? Without a doubt. 
The grandest singing, the highest 
adoring, the deepest thankfulness will 
be a part of it. 


The imagination races all aware 
that there is no possibility of catch- 
ing up with the thoughts and plans 
of God for His redeemed in the re 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 3) 
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“W. H. B. SIMPSON SAYS” .. . 


Since the opening of our first Belk-Simpson store, 
our endeavor has been to be more than just 
another merchant. We have set forth a united 
consecrated effort, dedicated to the task of securing 
superior quality merchandise, giving our customers 
a better value than any other merchant. In follow- 
ing Mr. William Henry Belk’s philosophy of mer- 
chandising, we continue to offer honest dealing 
with friendly service. 


In doing this we seek— 


TO GIVE prompt courteous service, treating our 
customers as you would a guest in your home. 


TO GIVE the best selection of merchandise from 


top quality fashions to basement bargains. 


TO GIVE satisfaction guaranteed with every 
purchase. 


TO GIVE credit terms arranged to meet your 
budget in store doing credit. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


BELK-SIMPSON stores are ready to serve you in 
the finest Southern tradition of quality, courtesy 
and honest dealings. 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson = 
Greenville, S. 
J. A. Ellison, Tier. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
——_ . C. 

. Smith, Mgr.-Pro: 
da Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Mgr. -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
one 8. C. 

A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
ante Department Store 
Clinton, 8. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk’s » wy oe Store 

Laurens, 8S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Abbeville, 8. C. 

J. S. ‘ins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins a 


= 8s. C 
Cc. inson, Mer. -Prop. 
cican “or Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mer. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, 8. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
wy. Inn, 8S. C 

. J. Copeland, Mer. -Prop. 


F. B. Hagins, Mgr. -Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, 8S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C 


R. Grier Robinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, 8S. C. 
W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C 
R. E. McCormick, Mer. “Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
7. N. C. 

. EL Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby + Smith, Megr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 
E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

——— Ga. 

. D. Ashley, Megr.-Prop. 

ARKANSAS 

Belk-Simpson Co. 
W. H. Wade, Mear.-Prop. 
OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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DITORIALS 


Why we need a new curriculum — Part II 


What Political View? 


This time the 
science. 


issue is political 


Thoughtful people are divided, to- 
day, on the best approach to the prob- 
lems of international politics and 
diplomacy. Some advocate cooperation 
between countries (especially between 
East and West) without the surrender 
of basic national sovereignties. Others 
advocate the surrender of national 
sovereignty by the nations in favor of 
some kind of one-world government 
such as the United Nations. 


The Presbyterian, US, Adult Uni- 
form Lessons evidently favors the lat- 
ter view. At any rate the July-Sep- 
tember, 1961, issue leads off with an 
article advocating one-world govern- 
ment, unilateral disarmament and a 
surrender of U.S. sovereignty. 


Written by V. H. Kooy, a professor 
in the New Brunswick Seminary of 
the Reformed Church in America, the 
article — like most well prepared 
treatments of any sensitive subject — 
touches multiple sides of the political 
question, managing quite indirectly to 
convey conclusions by means of hints 
and queries rather than by any clear 
statement of conclusions. 


But the article is replete with refer- 
ences to “Western capitalists and im- 
perialists;” to “the cause of imperial- 
ism and colonialism;” to “the taint of 
capitalism;” to “the creative aspect of 
innocent suffering” (meaning non-vio- 
lent resistance); to “the surrender of 
sovereignty and power.” 


The author speaks of Christian love 
being world-wide instead of national 
and of being a responsible Christian 
citizen without forgetting that “death 
is to be preferred to slavery, for lib- 
erty is worth any sacrifice.” But he 
does it in such a way as to advance 
his central thesis, namely that the 
solution of the crises of our day is 
one-world government in which De- 
mocracy and Communism will coexist 
as equal political “parties” in much 
the same way that domestic parties 
(Democratic and Republican) coexist 


within a union of states — one gain- 
ing support today, the other gaining 
support tomorrow. In order to set up 
such a one-world government he ad- 
vocates the surrender of national sov- 
ereignty to some such international 
organization as the United Nations. 


In any event, the United States may 
be called upon to practice non-violent 
resistance. He quotes Roland Bainton: 
“The realists tell us if we renounce 
power we shall be at a disadvantage. 
Of course we shall. . . . Did not Soc- 
rates declare that to suffer injustice 
is better than to inflict it? Shall we 
allow this pagan to take over the vir- 
tues which we have been wont to call 
Christian .. .2” 


We wish that if the political ques- 
tion had to be injected into our Sun- 
day school literature, it had been in 
the form of a stronger appreciation 
of the uniqueness of the American 
“ideal” — or at least a fair presenta- 
tion of both sides of the issue. 


A great many sincere Americans 
believe there is abundant reason for 
not turning our national destiny over 
to any one-world government. Many 
do not think that atomic warfare is 
the ultimate evil. Some of us believe 
that to submit to Communist domina- 
tion; to sacrifice principle for fancied 
“peace” is a far greater evil, for in- 
dividuals and for nations. 


In a sense the political question is 
similar to the Church union question. 
When separate groups come together 
for conversation — looking toward the 
establishment of peaceful relations — 
it is the similarity existing between 
them that determines the closeness of 
any relationship which can be set up. 
Groups that are alike may find it pos- 
sible to set up more intimate relations 
— perhaps even mergers. But groups 
that are unlike, or severely antagonis- 
tic in their basic concepts and beliefs 
can hardly merge. 


A degree of cooperation between op- 
posites may be possible — and conflict 


should be avoided. But to suggest that 
there is nothing to lose and much to 
gain by pouring several: varieties of 
political and economic life into a com. 
mon melting pot and letting the re 
sulting whole be governed by the cop. 
sensus of the majority is to indulge jn 
shallow reasoning. 


Whenever Democracy — surrenders 
any part of its sovereignty to Com. 
munism, the loss is not recovered, 





World Missions 
At the Crossroads? 


The plans of the Board of World 
Missions for an international consyl. 
tation on missions policy (sce story, 
p. 15) deserve the interest and the 
prayers of every member of the 
Church. 


Radical changes are taking place in 
the world. Some of these changes re. 
quire changes in the Church’s strategy 
and program. Some of them, on the 
other hand, constitute an attack upon 
the Christian Church and a challenge 
thrown at the Church, requiring a de- 
fense and reaffirmation of eternal 
principles. In other words, some 
changes require the Church to change; 
others require the Church to dig in 
and stand fast. 


The Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, has been 
under heavier attack by liberal and 
radical elements from within the 
Chureh itself than any other Board. 
This is partly because World Missions 
has been less influenced by alien ideas 
than any other department of the | 
Church’s work. Too, it is because 
World Missions represents the “heart” 
interest of the Church, 
more interest and support than any- 
thing else the Church is doing. 


Two years ago an overture to the 
General Assembly asked for a special 
committee (on which there would be 
no member of the Staff or the Board 
of World Missions) to “study the 
whole philosophy of World Missions.” 
The effect of the overture would have 
been to call into question the compe 
tence of the Board to manage its own 
affairs. It also would have brought to 
bear upon the World Missions pro 
gram of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
the influence of alien and sometimes 
radical elements from within and 
without the Church. 


At that time the General Assembly 
rejected the insulting implications of 
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the overture and asked the Board 
itself, instead, to conduct a study of 
its policies and program. Since then 
there has been evidence of a gradual 
preparation of a “climate of opinion” 
for a possible overhauling of the whole 
World Missions enterprise of the 
Church. 


The coming “consultation” is cer- 
tainly needed, as the Board of World 
Missions seeks to study its work and 
keep abreast of the latest develop- 
ments around the world. 


The consultation will also provide a 
priceless forum in which the some- 
times alien interests of nationalism, 
ecumenism, socialism — not to men- 
tion the one-world Church — will gain 
a hearing. 


Prominent ecclesiastical spokesmen 
of other denominations will share with 
the conference their “progressive” 
(perhaps visionary) programs. 


Leaders of national Churches over- 
seas will demand control of the total 
missionary work plus increased finan- 
cial support for themselves. 


It will be a time of learning and 
planning. 


We would say this: the work of 
World Missions is very near and dear 
to the hearts of most Presbyterians. 
The present (and thus far demon- 
strably superior) policies of the Board 
meet with the approval of those who 
support World Missions with their in- 
terest and their resources. 


We trust that the consultation will 
not fail to distinguish between neces- 
sary and useful changes, and some of 
the questionable policies in World Mis- 
sions being followed today by advo- 
cates of a one-world Church and sup- 
porters of an ecumenism run wild. 


Last week we reported the action of 
a sister denomination which has just 
turned over mission work, mission 
property, mission funds and mission- 
aries, to a national Church consisting 
of eight (8) organized congregations. 
Presumably those who were respon- 
sible for this policy decision will be 
present at the consultation, urging our 
denomination to do likewise. 


We hope that the Board of World 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 


US, will never take any action or 
establish any policies which will have 
the effect of diminishing in any way 
the interest of the members of the 
Chureh in the denominational mis- 
sionary program. 


A Layman And His Church 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


THE GLORY OF GOD 


When we speak of the glory of God 
we are treading on holy ground. It is 
a subject about which we know rela- 
tively little, although it is mentioned 
many times in the Scriptures. 


Glory is an attribute of God, one of 
the many facets of His being which 
includes holiness, righteousness, pow- 
er, justice, truth and all the aspects 
of true goodness and love. 


God’s glory is something which He 
guards with a holy jealousy. In Isaiah 
we read: “IJ am the Lord: that is my 
name: and my glory will I not give to 
another.” And later we read: “For 
mine own sake, even for mine own 
sake, will I do it: for how should my 
name be polluted? and I will not give 
my glory to another.” 


The glory of God demands a rever- 
ent fearfulness on the part of man. In 
Deuteronomy we read: “That thou 
mayest fear this glorious and fearful 
name, THE LORD THY GOD,” while 
in Job we read: “Shall not his excel- 
lency make you afraid? and his fear 
fall upon you?” and again: “With God 
is terrible majesty.” 


In the Psalms we find the glory of 
God referred to many times. “The 
heavens declare the glory of God” is a 
constant reminder of His majesty, 
power and glory in creation. The 
psalmist cries out: “Give unto the 
Lord the glory due unto His name.” 


In the Psalms we also find reference 
to His future glorious appearing: 
“When the Lord shall build up Zion, 
he shall appear in his glory,” and 
Isaiah takes up the same theme: “The 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and all flesh shall see it together.” 


The oft repeated references to the 
glory of God to be found in the Old 








Basic Christian doctrines are no in- 
tellectual stumbling-block to anybody 
who believes that — interpreted as re- 
ligious poetry or music — these tenets 
need not be regarded as literally true. 
— Cari F. H. HENRY. 


Testament have their counterpart in 
the New. Our Lord gave us a prayer 
which we find ending with these words: 
“Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever.” Stephen, we 
are told, looked up steadfastly into 
heaven as he was being martyred and 
“saw the glory of God” and this will 
be the experience some day of every 
believer. 


God’s glory is not a passing thing— 
it is eternal. “Of Him, and through 
Him, and to Him, are all things: to 
whom be glory for ever,” and Christ, 
the Son of God, came into the world 
to manifest His Father’s glory, in His 
person and in His work. 


Little wonder that we find ourselves 
treading on holy ground when we 
speak of the glory of God. It is too 
wonderful for us to understand, too 
deep to be fathomed and too high to 
be confronted in its fullness this side 
of eternity. 


But strange to say, redeemed sin- 
ners can glorify God, and are expect- 
ed to do so. “Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your father 
which is in heaven” is a command, not 
an option, but how often we try to 
steal God’s glory, hoping by our good 
works to earn the commendation of 
man for ourselves! 


The glory of God will some day be 
seen by all to whom has been given 
spiritual vision through the new birth. 
We shall see: “That great city, the holy 
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 
from God, having the glory of God.” 
This will be a glory so dazzling and 
so consuming that only those prepar- 
ed by the blood of the Lamb will be 
able to stand in its presence. 


At sunset the human eye can dis- 
cern a slight foretaste of God’s creat- 
ed glory, but only beyond the sunset 
of life shall we see Him who lives in 
a glory the world can never see. 
Meanwhile it is our privilege, as re- 
deemed sinners, to glorify Him and 
enjoy Him for ever! 
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By REV. WICK BROOMALL, A.M., Th.M. 


I. LESSON INTRODUCTION. 


There can be little doubt that Aquila and Priscilla are the most 
famous husband-and-wife team in the story of the early days of 
Christianity. This couple weave in and out of Paul’s life like a 
golden cord in a rare garment. A common trade as tentmakers 
formed a solid background for their common labor together in the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. And it appears quite evident, 
from a passage included in our lesson for today, that this couple, 
having themselves become well indoctrinated in the principles of 
the Christian faith, were able to instruct others in these same prin- 
ciples. Many a married couple today could well emulate the ex- 


ample of Aquila and Priscilla. 
Il. GENERAL INFORMATION. 


It will be well briefly to trace the movements of this 
couple as recorded by Luke in Acts and by Paul in his 
epistles. Aquila (pronounced AK-wi-lah), a Jew, was 
born in Pontus, a Roman province bordering the Black 
Sea. Probably in pursuit of his trade he migrated to 
Rome; thence, because of an edict issued by the Roman 
Emperor Claudius (A.D. 49) against the Jews, he went 
to Corinth, where he and Priscilla, his wife, met Paul 
(Acts 18:1-3). This couple accompanied Paul on his 
trip to Ephesus (Acts 18:18f) , where believers gathered 
in their home (I Cor. 16:19). There also they met 
Apollos and instructed him more accurately in the fun- 
damentals of the Christian faith (Acts 18:24-28). It 
appears from Romans 16:3-5 that, at the time Paul 
wrote his letter to the church at Rome (A.D. 57-58), 
this couple had settled again in Rome. But when Paul, 
at Rome, wrote his second letter to Timothy (about 
A.D. 67), Aquila and Priscilla had again returned to 
Asia Minor, probably Ephesus (If Tim. 4:19). This 
is the last known reference to this famous married 
couple. 


lll. “MY 
JESUS.” 


FELLOW - WORKERS IN CHRIST 


The phrase quoted above is Paul’s description of 
Aquila and Priscilla (Rom. 16:3, American Version) — 
a description that pointedly summarizes Paul’s esteem 
for this beloved couple. The passages assigned for to- 
day’s lesson will show that Paul’s estimate was well 
deserved. 


1. “By their occupation they were tentmakers” 
(Acts 18:1-3). This brief section of Scripture is full of 
information about Aquila and Priscilla. 


a. Their points of contact with Paul. Undoubted- 
ly Paul, after his recent experience in Athens (Acts 
17), felt the need of human companions. Silas and 
Timothy had not yet come from Macedonia (Acts 18: 
5). It was quite natural, therefore, for Paul to find in 
Corinth some who shared his trade and profession. 
There were, in fact, four things that Paul shared in 


Lesson for September 10, 1961 


AQUILA AND PRISCILLA, ABLE 
TEACHERS 


Bible Material: Acts 18:1-3, 18-21; Ro. 
mans 16:3-5a 


Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 
4:7-18 





Memory Selection: Romans 12:6-7 


common with Aquila and Priscilla. (1) They were of 
the same race. Paul was a Jew; so were Aquila and his 
wife. This fact meant that they had much in common, 
for, in spite of all that is being said today to the con- 
trary, a common race is one of the most intimate and 
binding forces in the life of men. (2) They had en- 
dured a common persecution. Paul had just recently 
been persecuted in Macedonia (Acts 16:19-24; 17:13; 
I Thess. 2:14-16) ; Aquila and Priscilla had just come 
from Rome on account of an anti-semitic edict issued 
by Emperor Claudius. (3) They had a common trade 
—“tentmakers.” Paul makes frequent references to the 
fact that he worked with his own hands (Acts 20:34; 
I Cor. 4:12; I Thess. 2:9; II Thess. 3:9). Aquila and 
Priscilla also worked at this same business; in fact, 
their frequent change in location was probably con- 
nected, in part at least, with the necessities of their 
trade. (4) They had a common faith. The narrative 
in Acts 18:1-3 seems to indicate that Aquila and Pris- 
cilla. were Christians even before Paul met them in 
Corinth. If so, we may certainly suppose that their 
faith was considerably enriched as they worked to- 
gether. 


b. Some relevant questions. The following ques- 
tions are worthy of some consideration at this point: 
(1) Were Aquila and Priscilla among the Jews who 
came from Rome to Jerusalem for Pentecost (Acts 
2:10)? Though we cannot be too sure where the evi- 
dence is insufficient, it is still possible that this couple, 
or at least one of them, may have been present and 
converted at Pentecost; if so, they may have been in- 
strumental in founding a church at Rome when they 
returned there. (2) Were they expelled from Rome 
because they were Jews or because they were Chris- 
tians? Claudius was Emperor from A.D. 41 to 54. The 
historical evidence seems to point to the fact that Clau- 
dius banished the Jews from Rome because they were 
Jews. Perhaps the introduction of Christianity at 
Rome had become a cause of strife among the Jews 
themselves. Claudius, therefore, like Gallio (Acts 18: 
12-17) , expelled all Jews, for he had no concern to in- 
vestigate internal conflicts among the Jews themselves. 
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9, “And with him Priscilla and Aquila” (Acts 18: 
18-21). This second portion of Scripture mentioning 
this couple may be considered thus: 


a. The stay in Corinth (18:18). The “good while” 
that Paul stayed in Corinth was probably due to two 
things: (1) the favorable decision of Gallio (Acts 18: 
12:17) which allowed Paul to continue to preach the 
Gospel there safely; (2) the desire to establish the Cor- 
inthian Christians further in the elements of the Chris- 
tian faith. It is assumed, of course, that Aquila and 
Priscilla had a part in Paul’s ministries in Corinth. 


b. The trip to Ephesus (18:18). It is not stated 
specifically why Priscilla and Aquila accompanied Paul 
on this journey to Ephesus. Two reasons could have 
prompted them to make this trip: (1) Business rea- 
sons associated with tent-making; (2) the further de- 
sire to help Paul in the spread of the Gospel. 


c. The stay in Ephesus (18:19-21). If Paul and his 
party arrived in Ephesus in the spring of A.D. 52, then 
it is probable that Aquila and Priscilla stayed in 
Ephesus until about A.D. 57; for, as is evident from 
Romans 16:1-3 (written A.D. 57), they were back in 
Rome when Paul wrote his letter to the Christians in 
Rome. Emperor Claudius died A.D. 54, thus paving 
the way for Jews to return to the capital. Our next 
Scripture indicates some of the activity engaged in by 
Aquila and Priscilla during their sojourn in Ephesus. 


3. “They expounded to him the way of God more 
perfectly” (Acts 18:24-28). 


a. Apollos the efficient (18:24f). This man, born 
at Alexandria, a famous seat of learning in Egypt, pos- 
sessed some admirable qualities. He was “eloquent” 


and “mighty in the (Old Testament) Scriptures”; fur- 
thermore, he “had been instructed in the way of the 
Lord” (American Version). In a spirit of great zeal 
“he kept on speaking (in private conversation) and 


teaching accurately 


(in the synagogues) 
concerning Jesus.” 


the things 


b. Apollos the deficient (18:26). Priscilla and 
Aquila heard Apollos preaching in the synagogue; but 
they recognized something lacking in his message. We 
are informed in verse 25 that Apollos knew “only the 
baptism of John.” It would seem that he had heard 
or read something concerning Jesus that centered in 
the baptism of John; as yet, it would seem, he had not 
heard about the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pente- 
cost. Thus he belonged to the same degree of spiritual 
knowledge as the twelve men mentioned in Acts 19:1-7. 


c. Apollos the proficient (18:26-28). Priscilla and 
Aquila took Apollos and “expounded unto him the 
way of God more accurately” (American Version) . 
There are several questions that could engage our at- 
tention here. (1) What really did Aquila and Pris- 
cilla say to Apollos? The probable answer is that they 
helped Apollos to understand the meaning of the Chris- 
tian Gospel concerning Christ’s death and resurrec- 
tion. ‘Thus they assumed a place comparable to Christ’s 
in His post-resurrection instruction of His disciples 
(see Luke 24:13-49; Acts 1:1-11; 2:14-42). (2) Did 
Priscilla, a woman, have a right to teach Apollos, a 
man, in the light of Paul’s words in I Corinthians 
14:34; | Timothy 2:12? The answer is that Priscilla 
did not assume the prerogatives of a church official 


(elder) or of a minister. The instruction was undoubt- 
edly private. (3) Was Apollos helped by the more ac- 
curate presentation of Christian truths given by Aquila 
and Priscilla? The answer is threefold: first, he was 
now willing and prepared to assume the pastorate of 
the church at Corinth, for which he was well equipped 
by his graduate study in the university city of Alexan- 
dria and by his post-graduate study under Aquila and 
Priscilla; second, he helped the church in Corinth to 
grow in spiritual power and influence (I Cor. 1:12; 
3:4f; 4:6; 16:12); third, he more effectively “confuted 
the Jews” (Acts 18:28, American Version). Thus, in 
a sense, he became a second Paul (see especially Acts 
9:20-22). Some scholars hold that Apollos was the 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 


4. “Greet Priscilla and Aquila” (Rom. 16:3-5a). 
This passage well concludes our study of this beloved 
couple. 


a. Their relationship to Paul — “my helpers in 
Christ Jesus.” The word back of “helpers” means “fel- 
low workers.” Except for one place (III John 8) it is 
found exclusively in Paul’s writings (e.g., Rom. 16:9, 
21; II Cor. 8:23; Phil. 4:3; Col. 4:11). 


b. Their sacrifice for Paul — “who risked their 
necks for my life” (RSV). The particular incident re- 
ferred to here is otherwise unknown, but it may easily 
have taken place either at Corinth (Acts 18:16ff) or at 
Ephesus (Acts 19). 


c. Their esteem among gentile Christians — “but 
also all the churches of the Gentiles.” Thus Aquila 
and Priscilla by what they did for Paul anticipated a 
later deliverance that enabled the Apostle to fulfil his 
ministry to the Gentiles (see especially II Tim. 4:16- 
19). The couple had a church in their home in Rome 
(Rom. 16:5a; cf. Col. 4:15; Philem. 2). Having re- 
turned to Rome from Ephesus, they became active in 
the church there. 





LITERATURE ON PRESBYTERIANISM 
A $5 BARGAIN 


Here’s an offer designed to promote a better under- 
standing of Presbyterianism and its heritage in 
this centennial year of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. These five publications (from among the finest 
in Reformed literature) are offered for just $5. 
If bought separately they would cost $8.15. Order 
one or more sets today. 


WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE by Gordon 
Clark, regularly $2. 

— by Loraine Boettner, regularly 

THE CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS by Egbert W. 
Smith, regularly $1.25. 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING TO THE 
SHORTER CATECHISM by William Childs Rob- 
inson, regularly $.25. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, including articles 


by Gregg Singer, G. Aiken Taylor, E. C. Scott, 
and B. Hoyt Evans, regularly $.15. 


Order From 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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Youth Pro 


By REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Or 


FOR SEPTEMBER 10, 1961: GETTING ALONG WITH MYSELF 


(This program, “Getting along with Myself,” is the first 
in a series of three. The two which follow will be entitled 
“Getting along with Others” and “Getting along with 
God.”’) 


Scripture Reading: Luke 15:11-24 
Suggested Hymns: 

“How Firm a Foundation” 

“Just as I Am without One Plea” 


“Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Get- 
ting along with ourselves is very important due to the 
obvious fact that we spend all of our time with our- 
selves. Among the unhappiest people on earth are those 
who have not learned the art of getting along with 
themselves. A great deal of frustration, mental illness, 
and even suicide can be traced to failure at this point. 


The art of getting along with ourselves must be 
based on knowledge and honesty. We must know the 
facts about ourselves and then face up to the facts. It 
would seem that this should be easy, but it is not. The 
facts about ourselves are often unpleasant and there is 
a temptation either to ignore them or deny them. 
Even though we have ample opportunity to know our- 
selves, we find that self-deception is a very easy thing. 
The turning point in the life of the Prodigal Son came 
when he faced the facts with regard to his own life. 
(Read Luke 15:17-19.) 


In order to get along with ourselves we must learn 
to face the facts of our own lives honestly. To do this, 
we must be willing to conduct a searching self-exam- 
ination. Each life is a detailed picture, and no two are 
alike. There are, however, some general principles that 
will help us to understand ourselves, and, in this pro- 
gram, we shall look at them in the light of Christian 
truth. 


FIRST SPEAKER: Some people’s personal problems 
grow out of their own lack of self-respect. We need to 
remember that there is a place for self-respect in the 
will of God for His people. He implies that a certain 
kind and amount of self-esteem is proper when He 
says, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” We 
know we are supposed to love our neighbors, and so 
the indication is clear that God expects us to love, or 
respect, ourselves as well. A person who has no respect 
for himself will be tempted to sin against his body, 
mind, and soul. He may sin against his body by abus- 
ing it or indulging in harmful habits. He may sin 
against his ek by failing to develop it and use it. 


He may sin against his soul by failing to nourish it 
and to seek the salvation of God. 


The basis for self-respect is twofold: (1) We are 
God’s creatures, made in His image. This means we 
are spiritual beings with immortal souls. Since we are 
God’s creatures, made in His likeness, we must respect 
ourselves if we have respect toward God. (2) We are 
God’s children through faith in God’s Son who died 
for us. We must respect one for whom God paid so 
great a price, and also one in whom the Spirit of God 
dwells. Paul said, about Christians, “What! know ye 
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s.” I Cor. 6:19,20. 


SECOND SPEAKER: If some people have problems 
that come from having too low an opinion of them- 
selves, there are likely many more whose problems are 
the result of too high an estimate of themselves. We 
must know about our weaknesses and limitations and 
we must be honest about them. The Bible clearly 
teaches that all are sinners. This means that we have 
all come short of what God expects and requires of us. 
Our sins have marred the image of God in which we 
were created. Our sins have separated us from God 
and we have lost fellowship with Him. Even our best 
deeds are contaminated by sin. We may try to do good, 
but we find ourselves lacking in ability. “We are all as 
an unclean thing, and all our righteousness is as 
filthy rags...” Isa. 64:6. 


When we ignore the facts concerning our limitations 
and our sins, we are tempted to exalt ourselves. When 
we enthrone self, we dethrone God. This is a God-cen- 
tered universe. God is its ruler. When we deprive Him 
of His place and His honor by our attitudes, we are 
flying in the face of truth, and are sure to create prob- 
lems by failing to put the important things first. No 
person can get along with himself until he recognizes 
himself as a sinner in God’s sight and then under- 
stands what that means. 


THIRD SPEAKER: Getting along with self involves 
the recognition of two fundamental facts: (1) Our 
value in the eyes of God; and (2) Our sinfulness in 
the sight of God. Our value to God is proved, and the 
problem of our sinfulness is solved, in the atoning 
work of Christ. The way to get along with ourselves 1s 
first, to put our trust in Christ who alone can forgive 
our sins and create new natures within us. He is the 
only one who can transform our lives and start us in a 
new spiritual direction. In the second place, we gét 
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along with ourselves ‘by living our lives, with God’s 
help, according to the pattern laid down in the Bible. 
When we put our faith in Christ, we are given a new 
direction and our spiritual destination is guaranteed. 


Now we must remember that some of the character- 
istics of the old nature remain with us. This means 
conflict in our lives. Paul experienced it as indicated 
in these words: “For I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is good I find 


not. For the good that I would, I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do.” Rom. 7:18,19. The 
way to solve this inner conflict is to put our trust in- 
creasingly in Christ and to feed our hearts and minds 
on His Word. “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” Phil. 4:13. “Thy word have 
I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 
Ps. 119:11. 


Closing Prayer: (It would be appropriate to use 
Psalm 139:23,24 as a unison prayer.) 





= 


THE CHURCH AT HOME 


Missions Strategy Meet Planned in Late *62 


(See Editorial, “World Missions,” 
p- 10) 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The Board 
of World Missions, Presbyterian 
Church, US, is making plans for a 
world-wide mission strategy confer- 
ence in the United States in late 
1962, it has been announced. 


Mission and Church leaders from 
the United States and throughout the 
world will be invited to a discussion 
of contemporary mission principles. 


“We hope,” the Board’s executive 
secretary-elect, Dr. T. Watson Street, 
said, “that through this our Church 
can make a significant contribution to 
the world mission enterprise in our 
time.” 


To be invited to the conference are 
representatives of younger Churches 
and missions in each of the nine fields 
in which the Presbyterian Church, 
US, works, representatives — minis- 
ters and laymen — of the Church at 
home, representatives of other de- 
nominational boards and interdenom- 
inational missionary agencies. 


Dr. Street called the meeting a 
“creative venture” in mission policy 
planning. “It will be a free and open 
consultation,” he explained, “in which 
we all share together. Just what direc- 
tion it will take, I do not know, but 
we hope to look at our own Church’s 
role in the missionary enterprise, and 
at the relationship of our Church to 
these younger Churches.” 


Planning for the conference was 
begun in 1960 by the Board of World 
Missions. The General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, was no- 
tified at its April, 1961, meeting in 
Dallas, Texas, of the Board’s plans to 
hold the consultation. 
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At the May meeting of the Board 
of World Missions in Nashville, a 
Board committee was named to co- 
ordinate planning. Serving on the 
committee are Dr. James A. Jones, 
chairman; Tom M. Barnhardt, Mrs. 
H. D. Haberyan, Dr. A. H. Hollings- 
worth, and Dr. J. McDowell Richards. 





BURLINGTON, N. C., CHURCH 
OPENS EDUCATIONAL UNIT 


BURLINGTON, N. C. — Northside 
church here has consecrated a new 
$120,000 educational building, adjoin- 
ing its sanctuary, which was com- 
pleted in 1953. 


The new brick unit contains 16 
classrooms and three offices. Sunday 
school enrollment at the 404-member 
church is 520. 


The Rev. J. Don Skinner, pastor at 
Northside during the time of construc- 
tion, conducted the consecration serv- 
ices, which were followed by an open 


house. Building committee members 
recognized included E. M. Pender- 
graph, first chairman; R. P. Leonetti, 
chairman at the time of completion; 
and Robert Bodenheimer, secretary. 





ENOREE MEETS 


GREENVILLE, S. C.—Dr. William 
Childs Robinson of Columbia Sem- 
inary delivered a centennial address 
at the summer stated session of 
Enoree Presbytery at McCarter 
church here. Ruling Elder Roddey E. 
Gettys was elected moderator, succeed- 
ing the Rev. Mare Weersing. The next 
meeting, honoring Dr. C. Darby Ful- 
ton, retiring executive secretary of 
the Board of World Missions, is sched- 
uled for Oct. 16 at Columbia Seminary. 





The new frontier in (the interior 
of) Brazil embraces an area as large 
as that part of the United States 
which lies east of the Mississippi. — 
Annual report, Presbyterian, U.S., 
Board of World Missions. 


Northside’s new educational building. 
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45 Commissioned at Montreat World Missions Conference 


Front Row, | to r: Mrs. Edmund D. Viser; Rev. David E. 
Ross, Mrs. David E. Ross; Rev. Bertis E. Downs, Mrs. 
Bertis E. Downs; Miss Lois Moore; Rev. Robert M. 
Lytton, Mrs. Robert M. Lytton. 

Second Row: Rev. William S. Smith, Mrs. William S. Smith; 
Dr. Richard B. Stewart, Mrs. Richard B. Stewart; Rev. 
Robert D. Fitler, Mrs. Robert D. Fitler; Dr. Dick H. 
Nieusma, Jr., Mrs. Dick H. Nieusma, Jr.; Mr. Stephen 
Chang, Mrs. Stephen Chang. 

Third Row: Mr. Maurice E. Marlette, Mrs. Maurice E. Mar- 
lette; Mr. Paul E. Donaldson, Mrs. Paul E. Donaldson; 


Rev. Gordon L. Lyle, Mrs. Gordon L. Lyle; Rev. W. 
Winton Enloe, Jr., Mrs. W. Winton Enloe, Jr.; Mr. 
Merrill H. Grubbs, Mrs. Merrill H. Grubbs. 

Fourth Row: Rev. Lawrence E. Durr, Mrs. Lawrence E. 
Durr; Rev. J. Richard Bass, Mrs. J. Richard Bass; Miss 
Haydee Torres; Miss Juanita Coyer; Miss Joan 
Schrenk; Miss Mary Rice; Mr. Gerald K. Taylor, Jr,, 
Mrs. Gerald K. Taylor, Jr. 

Fifth Row: Miss Mary Sullivan; Miss Corinne Baker; Rev. 
John C. Stemper, Mrs. John C. Stemper; Miss Char- 
lotte Hudgins; Mr. Robert E. Reynolds. 





MONTREAT, N. C. — The largest 
world missions conference ever held 
here by the Presbyterian US Board 
of World Missions was concluded with 
the commissioning of 45 new mission- 
aries, the largest class to go overseas 
in several years. Included in the group 
were eight going to Mexico, the larg- 
est number ever sent to that field in a 
single year. Others are a couple from 
Taiwan being sent by the American 
Church to work among the Japanese- 
speaking people of Brazil and a nurse 


from the nation of Colombia, also go- 
ing to Brazil. 


A highlight of the commissioning 
service was the public recognition 
given to Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, field 
secretary for the board for eight years 
and a member of the board prior to 
that. Board member L. Nelson Bell, in 
reading a tribute, explained that Dr. 
Bradley’s resignation was accepted 
“with a sense of real shock and deep- 
est regret” after the board learned 
that his physician recommended he 





FACULTY APPOINTMENTS 
FOR COLLEGE ANNOUNCED 


LAURINBURG, N. C. — Appoint- 
ment of the teaching staff for St. An- 
drews Presbyterian College, which 
opens here this fall, has been announ- 
ced by Dr. Ansley C. Moore, president. 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr., formerly of 





Flora Macdonald College, will be dean 
of the faculty. Dr. Louis C. LaMotte, 
formerly of Presbyterian Junior Col- 
lege, will be director of adult educa- 
tion and summer school. 


The Christianity and Culture “core” 
course for all students will be directed 
by Dr. Leslie Bullock. His associates 


take work involving less travel. Dr. 
Bradley, who will join the King Col- 
lege faculty this fall, was given a 
standing ovation by the capacity crowd 
in Anderson Auditorium. 


The week-long conference was at- 
tended by 864 persons, including 91 
furloughed missionaries. The candi- 
dates who were commissioned at the 
concluding service had just completed 
six weeks of intensive orientation and 
language study at Montreat. Most of 
them sailed immediately for their 
fields. 





will be Carl D. Bennett (English), Dr. 
Harry L. Harvin (history), Dr. David 
B. Hawk (sociology) and Dr. William 
Alexander (philosophy). 


Other faculty members include: 


Professors—Miss Cordelia M. Bireh, 
classics; Dr. John P. Daughtrey, psy- 
chology and education; Miss Ethel B. 
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Hansen, biology; Dr. W. W. Powell, 
English; Miss Carol Robertson, his- 
tory; Miss Helen Rogers, music 
theory; Miss Margaret Helen Ingram, 
elementary education; W. H. Vander- 
sal, mathematics. 


Associate professors — Yates M. 
Forbis, librarian; the Rev. Robert K. 
Gustafson, Bible; the Rev. James F. 
Hubbard, German and Bible; F. E. 
James, mathematics; Thomas H. John- 
son, English; W. Paul Lewis, chem- 
istry and physics; Mrs. Jean B. Mob- 
ley, mathematics; Miss Leta W. McIn- 
tyre, business education. 


William H. Morgan, mathematics; 
Mrs. Genevieve M. Neighbors, educa- 
tion and social sciences; Lawrence M. 
Skinner, voice; Gentry W. Wade, busi- 
ness and economics; John E. Williams, 
organ; James Franklin West, music; 
Rufus R. Hackney, Jr., physical edu- 
cation. 


Assistant professors — Miss Ethel 
Bateman, health and physical educa- 
tion; Miss Joyce M. Bryant, music 
education; Robert M. Clifton, Spanish; 
Miss Doris H. Hawse, biology; Miss 
Catherine E. Neylans, French; Joseph 
R. Pearce, business and economics; Miss 
Anneliese Schober, voice; Charles T. 
Smith, French and Spanish. 


Maurice Stirewalt, methematics and 
history; Mrs. Ruby Taylor Miller, 
home economics; Jemeson Hoskins, 
art; Lewis H. Hoy, music; Miss Julia 
R. Spencer, business and economics; 
Mrs. Margaret W. Bennett, library; 
William J. Thomas, Jr., English; Ra- 
mon Veal, English; Miss Margaret A. 
Tufts, English; Jim Ollis, health and 
physical education. 


Other key personnel include: Dr. 
Ralph G. Hester, dean of students; 
Rodger W. Decker, dean of admis- 
sions and registrar; Silas M. Vaughn, 
business manager; Sebastian Sommer, 
development officer; Dr. Charles G. 
Vardell, Jr., dean of conservatory of 
music; Miss Helen Wallace Mims, as- 
sociate dean of students; and Robert 
M. Urie, assistant director of the 
guidance center. 


The academic year will be opened 
with a faculty retreat, starting Sept. 
l4. Freshmen orientation is sched- 
uled Sept. 18-19. 





God never intended His Church to 
be a refrigerator in which to preserve 
perishable piety. He intended it to be 
an incubator in which to hatch out 
converts. — F, LINCICOME. 


Children's Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


ADVENTURES IN THE WILDERNESS 


12. The Report of the Spies 


DO YOU KNOW—Why Caleb and Joshua had more courage 
than the other spies? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Numbers | 3:28,30,31-33 and 14:7-9. 
WHAT DO THESE VERSES SAY about the courage that faith 
i > 
gives? ara 
THING TO REMEMBER: Our strength is in the Lord. 
Isaiah 12:2 
THE SPIES ARE SENT INTO THE PROMISED LAND 
Numbers 13:1-3;17-20 
Moses chose one leader from each of the twelve tribes to “spy 
out” the Promised Land. He said, “Find out if the land is good 
or __ __ __, and if the people are strong or __ __ __ __, few or 
__. __ ___. Do they live in tents or camps, or in 


holds (forts) >? Bring back some fruits of the _.__ __ __. Be of 


* 


THE SPIES MAKE THEIR REPORT Numbers 13:21-33 
(Connect the two parts that belong together) 
The spies were gone grapes, pomegranates, and figs. 
The spies said the land walled and very great. 
Ten said the cities were great stature, giants. 
We saw very tall men of at once and possess it.” 
e€ were as grasshoppers flowed with milk and honey. 
They brought back forty days. 
Caleb said, ‘‘Let’s go up compared to the giants. 
THE ISRAELITES BELIEVE THE TEN SPIES 
Numbers 14:1-10 
(Put the correct number in the space) 
1. The people 2. Moses & Aaron 3. Caleb & Joshua 
ho wept and murmured? 
Who wanted to go back to Egypt? 
Who fell on their faces? 
Who said, “Don’t be afraid’’? 
Who said, “The Lord is with us”? 
Who wanted to stone Caleb and Joshua? 
PARDON, PUNISHMENT, AND PROMISE 
Numbers 14:19,20,29-33 
The Lord said, “I __ __ __ __ pardoned in answer to Moses’ 
prayer.” All over 20 years old shall __ __ __ come into the 
Promised Land. Caleb and and the children, 
ones, will enter the Promised Land. 
* © #8 & 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Which men were first called 
spies in the Bible? Read Genesis 42:9. 


(Adapted from “Adventures in the Wilderness”, Copyright 
1959 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, California.) 
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THE LETTERS OF JOHN AND 
JUDE, by William Barclay. 245 pp. 
$2.50. 

THE REVELATION OF JOHN, 
Volume I, by William Barclay. 231 
pp. $2.50. 

THE REVELATION OF JOHN, 
Volume II, by William Barclay. 295 
pp- $2.50. All of Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 


The Letters of John and Jude shed 
light on the thought and on theology 
of the New Testament. Dr. Barclay 
indicates that few books show more 
clearly the threats of the heresies and 
misguided thinking which came from 
within the Church itself. Recognizing 
the fact that the letters of John and 
Jude are not among the most widely 
read of the New Testament books, the 
author shows how valuable and rele- 
vant these books are. Though the 
Epistle of Jude is many times by-pass- 
ed, Dr. Barclay wisely observes, “If 
Jude is neglected, it is unjustly neg- 
lected for there are few New Testa- 
ment books which when properly un- 
derstood more vividly show the dan- 
gers which threatened the early 
Church from false doctrine and from 
misguided ethical teaching.” It is good 
to hear the author saying that the 





Invest | 

in lives I 

and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


§ Write: Executive Department 
Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 





Christian faith is something that must 
be defended and that every Christian 
must be a defender of the faith. Right- 
ly he insists that if the Christian tra- 
dition comes down from generation to 
generation it means that each Chris- 
tian must hand it on uncorrupted, un- 
perverted, still in its original truth. 


The two volumes on the book of 
Revelation remind us that in 1952 Dr. 
Barclay undertook to write a volume 
of Daily Bible Readings on Acts and 
never meant to go beyond that vol- 
ume. But today he has completed com- 
mentaries on the entire New Testa- 
ment. 


Many people, finding the book of 
Revelation difficult and next to im- 
possible, have abandoned the struggle. 
The author has sought in this work to 
unlock the wealth of what is one of 
the greatest and most dramatic books 
of the New Testament. 


Some question marks have been 
placed beside certain paragraphs in 
these commentaries but by and large 
they are constructive and the material 
is presented in a fresh and attractive 
form. Many Bible students will want 
to round out this set with these three 
last volumes. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





PREACHING AND _ BIBLICAL 
THEOLOGY, by Edmund P. Clowney. 
William B. Eerdmans Co., Grand Rap- 
ids. 124 pp. $2.50. 


Professor Clowney of Westminster 
Seminary has touched upon the ques- 
tion of Biblical preaching in a way 
that every minister and seminary stu- 
dent should consider. Four chapters 
dealing with the definition of Biblical 
Theology and its relation to the auth- 
ority, character and content of preach- 
ing comprise this book. 


The author’s thesis is that preach- 
ing is always of Christ and Christ is 
always to be preached. At the heart 
of the matter is the preacher’s own 
theology of the Word. He must see 
that revelation not only can but does 
consist in the communication of re- 
vealed truths. 


Well annotated, this volume adds a 
good bibliography on the subject of 
Biblical Theology. 


—(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 


THE BILLY SUNDAY STORY, by 
Lee Thomas. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids. 255 pp. $3.95, 


This is the thrilling story of what 
God can do with a man fully dedicat. 
ed to Him. 


Mass evangelism comes alive as you 
read this book. Billy Sunday had a 
great witness for Jesus Christ as testj- 
fied by the fact that he preached to 
over 100 million people. 


Dr. Thomas has given us a thorough 
picture of the life and ministry of this 
servant of God. From his birth on 
Nov. 19, 1862 to his death Nov. 8, 
1935, Dr. Thomas has traced the phe- 
nomenal life of “Dad” Sunday as he 
was affectionately called by his wife, 


One thing seems apparent — Billy 
Sunday preached in a time of revolu- 
tion, but he preached the simple Gos- 
pel. He was preaching when gold was 
discovered in Alaska, when Nelson 
Jackson and Sewell Crocker drove a 
Winton automobile across the conti- 
nent, when the Wright brothers made 
their first flight. From every stand- 
point it was a day of revolution, but 
Billy preached Jesus Christ, crucified, 
dead, risen and coming again. 


Those who live in our own day of 
revolution should take heed. 


—Rev. Robert C. Duhs 
Vicksburg, Miss. 





GOD BLESSED ME WITH A 
HEART ATTACK, by Richard G. Dun- 
woody. Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids. Paper, 66 pp. $1.00. 


In these days of stress and strain 
it would benefit us all to pause long 
enough to read the testimony of a 
young minister who drove himself be- 
yond the limit of endurance, and suf- 
fered a severe heart attack. The au- 
thor’s candid confessions, reflections 
on life and death, and fervent pray- 
ers for deliverance are exposed in 
order to share with others the re- 
wards that came to him in his great 
adventure. He reveals how God be- 
came very real to him, and how dear 
the Bible grew as it seemed to speak 
his very thoughts. 


His struggle through tragedy to ti- 
umph is shared so realistically with 
the reader that he understands what 
the writer means when he affirms “God 
Blessed Me with a Heart Attack.” 
This short book, easily read at a sit- 
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ting, would carry cheer and inspira- 
tion to one recovering from a serious 
iiness, for he will grasp with the au- 
thor the truth about the things so 
easily missed in the quest for spiritual 
maturity. 
—Mrs. Charles J. Knapp 
Moultrie, Ga. 





THE QUEST OF THE HISTORI- 
CAL JESUS, by Albert Schweitzer. 
Macmillan Co., N. Y. Paper, 413 pp. 
$1.95. 


When this book was first published, 
it created quite a sensation in the the- 
ological world. This is a translation of 
the first German edition, published in 
1906. The main thrust of Schweitzer 
is that the future New Age which God 
is to bring in is no mere embroidery 
of Christianity but the heart of its en- 
thusiasm. As a result of this the ex- 
pectations of vindication and judg- 
ment to come, the imagery of the Mes- 
sianic Feast, the “other-worldliness” 
against which so many eloquent words 
were said in the 19th Century are 
valid to the pure morality of the orig- 
inal Gospel. 


According to Schweitzer, Christ does 
not mean anything to us from the 
standpoint of history. Christ is not 
historical, He is only a spiritual force 
that flows through our time. This 
statement alone should be sufficient to 
suggest the value of Schweitzer’s 
teaching: “The Jesus of Nazareth who 
came forth publicly as the Messiah, 
who preached the ethic of the King- 
dom of God, who founded the King- 
dom of Heaven upon earth, and died 
to give His work its final consecration, 
never had any existence.” If one is 
sincerely in quest of the historical 
Jesus, we would refer him to the Gos- 
pels according to Matthew, Mark and 
Luke, rather than this book. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





MEN—from p. 6 


others cannot serve should be the pri- 
mary. preoccupation of Men’s Work. 
This preoccupation should include both 
the tools and the equipment for this 
specialized ministry which men will 
need when they go to serve where only 
they can enter: the particular (and 
often unique) environment of their 
life’s work. 


My checkings leave me no doubt 
that legions of laymen could become 
workaday evangelists if they were 
only equipped for the task of being 





"MY EYE SIGHT HAS BEEN A MITE POOR 

OF LATE AND I LIKE TO NEVER FOUND THE 

CHURCH HOUSE... ANYWAY, AS VISITING 
PASTOR, I THANK YOU... ” 











effective for God at their jobs. The 
equipment they need is not likely to 
be the same that one would use on a 
stage or in the pulpit. It is not even 
the equipment with which one might 
seek to bear testimony in a home visit. 
It will be the equipment peculiarly 
adapted to the job, the environment 
and the working conditions of each 
particular Christian layman involved. 


In essence this conception of Men’s 
Work is that of individual men, work- 
ing at their jobs in such a way as to 
make Christ known. 


* * * & & 


Mr. McDonald is a management-re- 
search engineer, living in Charleston, 


Ss. C. 


‘LAST THINGS’—from p. 8 


deemed earth. But we do not contem- 
plate these marvels to become dream- 
ers. They stir us up to action. For 
Peter said, “What manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness. Seeing that ye look for 
such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of Him in peace, without spot, 
and blameless.” 


And they are the occasion of our 
saying to those not yet believers: Get 
in line with God’s plan. Accept God’s 
Son as your Saviour from sin. Give 
your life to Him and walk with Him 
and be ready to greet Him when He 
comes should that be in our time. And 
so make sure by true faith in Christ 
that yours will be to live in the new 
heavens and the new earth. 


* * * & * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 





Moves toward union of various re- 
ligious denominations with attendant 
pressure on those who do not wish to 
unite constitute a threat to religious 
freedom. They inevitably will cause 
religious restrictions upon non-join- 
ers.—WILLIAM A. FAGAL. 





DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDU- 
CATION opportunity for 
service in a conservative Presby- 
terian congregation. Teaching, visit- 
ing, children’s work especially. Box 
W. Presbyterian Journal. 


seeking 








THE 


CCHURCH 





PRESBYTERIAN § A Manual for New Members 


Four outstanding articles are reprinted in this booklet which an 
increasing number of congregations are using. 
Story of Presbyterianism” by C. Gregg Singer; ‘What Presbyterians 
Believe” by G. Aiken Taylor; ‘Presbyterian Government” by E. C. 
Scott; and “Joining the Presbyterian Church” by B. Hoyt Evans. 


It contains: ‘The 


Use it: (1) As parallel reading in special study groups; (2) For 
communicant’'s classes; (3) As a gift for new members; and (4) in 
literature racks. 


Prices: 15 cents each: 2 for 25 cents; $10.00 per hundred. 
ORDER FROM 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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LETTERS 


UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION 


Those of us who have read and 
thoroughly enjoyed “Unconditional 
Election” by Mrs. Sylvia McDaniel in 
your August 9th issue need to hear 
from her relative to missions and per- 
sonal work. She has made this phase 
of Christianity unnecessary . . . I be- 
lieve there is more to the free agency 
of man than she has allowed. 


—F. J. Watson 
Kingstree, S. C. 


Of all the Christian doctrines (ex- 
cept that of the Trinity) this one 
contains the greatest paradox. Accord- 
ing to the Bible, one may affirm God’s 
total sovereignty and predestination 
without destroying man’s freedom of 
choice. — Ed. 





REACTION IN LOUISVILLE 


Have just read the reprint in Action 
In Kentucky of your comment on the 
persecution of Dr. N. Burnett Magru- 
der (July 26) in which you asked if 
“there are none to protest.” You will 
be interested to know that countless 
people of all denominations are pro- 
testing: not only with their tongues 
but with their pocket books in sup- 
porting the Louisville Council of 
Churches only so long as Dr. Magru- 
der remains as Executive Director. 


—Mrs. S. V. Love 
Louisville, Ky. 


The original item had to do with 
churches and ministers resigning from 
the Louisville Council of Churches be- 
cause (of all things) the Director was 
revealed to be a conservative! We 
asked if Councils should be supported 
only if they are liberal? — Ed. 





STAND FOR THE FAITH 


The Journal comes to me as the 
sound of a trumpet over a sleeping 


camp, of no uncertain sound. Only 
dead men can ignore it, and those 
whose hearts were never with us... 
I have just read “Scotland Correspon- 
dence. .” I sensed the import of this 
letter from Scotland, especially as I 
am reading An Historical Sketch of 
the Protestant Church of France, by 
Mr. John G. Lorimer, published in 
1842. . . . If every true, born-again 
Christian could read this book I am 
sure the present danger of a Roman 
Catholic take over would be diminished, 
for only through not knowing history, 
especially the history of the spiritual 
struggles and persecutions endured by 
our forefathers . . . can we avoid be- 
ing deceived. ... 


After reading Dr. Warren’s letter 
... I read the letter by Dr. Harlin J. 
Roper. That letter of only one sen- 
tence so echoed in my heart and ex- 
pressed my own feelings that I was 
led to write this letter immediately 
and to concur . .. you are accomplish- 
ing more than you realize through 
your faithful defense of the faith. 
Amen, yes, amen! 


—Ernest Michaelis 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada 





BAPTISTS, TOO 


Would you allow a Baptist who 
reads the Journal to express apprecia- 
tion for three things: 1) the solid 
evangelical presentation of Biblical 
Christianity for which it is apparent 
the Journal stands; 2) the fact that 
through this letter column correspond- 
ence has been reinstituted after fif- 
teen years with . . . a Godly sincere 
and dedicated Bible teacher, who re- 
cently used your column to express 
her opinion of the Layman’s Commen- 
tary; 3) that my former Greek-Bible 
professor, Wick Broomall, is now writ- 
ing the Sunday school lessons. 


—(Rev.) Jim Birkitt 
Northside Baptist Church 
Richmond, Va. 





THOUGHTS ABOUT BIBLE SCHOOL 


Having enjoyed the article, “Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools — Why” (June 14) 
and having just completed six weeks of 
directing Bible Schools, I am writing 
to share a few of my observations. 


First I believe we need to remind 
ourselves more of the goals and ob- 


jectives of the Bible School as we ge 
out to plan one. Too many churches 
consider Bible School just something 
else to take up time in June or July, 
Lack of long-range planning ang 
definite objectives stand out in my 
mind as one of the major weaknesses 
of most schools. 


The one-week session (actually 4 
classroom sessions) shows how little 
we esteem our Bible Schools. Perhaps 
we need at least two weeks — perhaps 
three or four weeks would be better. 


Then it seems to me that some reg] 
“meat” should be offered our children, 
of the nature of Bible study. We have 
come to the place where little teach. 
ing of God’s Word actually takes 
place in VBS. (I have been to schools 
in which as few as two Bibles were 
brought by the young people when 
they came). Yet there is plenty of 
handicraft and “busywork” to show 
after a week’s work... . 


I am a subscriber to the Journal 
and look forward to the weekly edi- 
tions. In this matter I believe that 
you have touched upon a “sore spot” 
in the Church’s program. 


—Name 
Richmond, Va. 





POTPOURRI 


I have wanted to write you fora 
long time to tell you what a spiritual 
help the Journal is to me. The Sur- 
day School lessons have led me to 
more intelligent Bible study and Dr. 
Bell’s articles are especially challeng- 
ing to one who seeks a closer walk 
with our Lord. 


—Mrs. Calvin Thielman 
Montreat, N. C. 


idtinininidiniinictoiicictctictitctciciiiin 
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